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Provence,
Right Village, Right Day

Why every village here runs on its own weekly clock, the

narrow window when the lavender actually blooms, and the

wind locals plan entire days around.
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C H A P T E R  O N E

Right Village, Right Day

This is the single most important planning fact in this entire guide. Every village in Provence holds its open-air

market on one fixed day of the week, and only that day. Show up in the wrong village on the wrong day and

there's no market at all, just a quiet town square.

Why This System Exists

Market vendors travel a circuit, setting up in a different village each day of the week rather than staying in one

place. It's an old, practical rotation that still runs today largely unchanged, and it means your itinerary should be

built around the market calendar, not the other way around.

Pick your villages by checking the market calendar first. Everything else about the

day follows from that.

A Reference Calendar

Market days are genuinely stable year to year in most towns, though always worth a quick confirmation before

you go. A few well known examples to build a route around:

VILLAGE TRADITIONAL MARKET DAY

Aix-en-Provence Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

Apt Saturday, one of the largest in the region

Gordes Tuesday

L'Isle-sur-la-Sorgue Sunday, well known for antiques

Cavaillon Monday

Carpentras Friday

Lourmarin Friday
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THE RIGHT VILLAGE, ON THE RIGHT DAY
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